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Slavery and American society.
From the extracts we learn that Fredrick Douglass was an American slave, he was rather born into it, he narrates saying how cruel, unjust, immoral, ungodly and unnatural slavery was to him and to the people he associated with at that time.
He narrates that unlike other White children or not slave children Douglass didn’t know his age, this is because their masters let them hold onto their ignorance. He proceeds to say that being a slave he didn’t know who is father was but there were whispers in the camp that maybe his master was his father. The act that slavery was heinous and ungodly, was that he never had a close touch with his mother in that by the time he was 12 months old, Douglass was separated from his mother and put under guardianship of an older woman who couldn’t work in the field. He only so her mother four or five times.
Her mother even though working 12 miles from the farm he was at, even though considering the fact that going late to work would have surmount to whipping, even though she spent the whole day working tirelessly she sacrificed, walked all the 12 miles to her son Douglass put him to sleep and off she went back to the farm. Being a slave, you were also denied a chance to bury your loved ones or even to cater for them while they were sick as it was the case with Douglass mother.
He also states that, being a slave, they were not allowed to read or write. He is saying that at 7 years old he became a much free slave not, not a slave but a much free slave he was transferred to the city to Thomas Auld place. Here, his wife Thomas Auld tries to teach him to read and write where after discovery, Auld tells his wife that him learning to read and write he ought not to be a slave anymore unlike white children who did learn. This resulted to him exchanging his food with the white children so as to learn a thing or two from the white kids.
At age fifteen he tires from the works of slavery and starts to become resistant to slavery become so stubborn that at some point he escaped, captured and  beaten he becomes stubborn again taken to a home that he was to be made less opposing and moved from plantation to plantation for an year he was so resilient . Eventually he escaped preferring death to a hopeless bondage this shows that through American society at that time slavery was very cruel especially to them black people. In the end in his speech he narrates how the American society is ignorant and neglecting the issue which is at hand telling them how the 4th of July means to a slave in a very bitter tone.

From the Escaped slave advertisements, it shows how the American Society in regards to this the whites, who viewed the slaves not as people but as items. They took the runaways who fled their farms due to their slavery bondage locked them up and advertised them to their local owners to come and claim them at a fee.
They also advertised, arrogantly with insults of the slaves, this showed how cruelly they were treated by their owners. If they refused their owner they would be whipped thoroughly. This shows how the negroes were treated cruelly. They were young men who had escaped. 
Thus, slavery was a very important thing and also a very cruel thing in the 1800s, the black men and women were treated cruelly thus amounting to their escapes that’s why there was so many adverts concerning the runaways and even tokens for those who will manage to capture them. Those who captured them they would advertise them after keeping them in jail asking for money so as to be claimed. This shows the American society at that time mainly controlled by the whites, did not consider the blacks as people. Just ignorant and continued with their ungodly acts.

